
 

IOLA, KANSAS                          OFFICE OF THE ALLEN COUNTY CLERK                   October 8 , 2019 

  

The Allen County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 a.m. with Chairperson 

Jerry Daniels, Commissioner William H. “Bill” King, Commissioner Bruce Symes and Sherrie L. 

Riebel, Allen County Clerk, in the Commissioner’s room at the courthouse.   

 

Nick Reynolds, Humboldt Union, Eric Spruill, Iola Register, Bryan J. Murphy, Allen County Sheriff, 

Robert Johnson II, Allen County Counselor, and Robert Garrett, citizen was present to observe 

the meeting.   

Commissioners approved the minutes of the regular meeting on October 1, 2019. 

Chairman Daniels, citizen, led the flag salute. 

 

Marc Waggoner, LaHarpe Rural Fire, presented a bid for the expanding LaHarpe Fire Barn.  He 

presented a bid from Waverly Post Frame Structures for $63,925.00.  Marc had requested bids 

from QSI-no response, Cleaver’s- no bid and Danny Ware is backed up for over a year.  He 

explained others he requested bids from declined to bid.  Marc requested the county to pay 

half of the cost of building.  The city has mentioned they might pay $200 a month until the 

amount is paid up, there isn’t a city meeting to finalize until later. (13 years and 4 months) 

Commissioner King mentioned when he was Public Works Director, they tore down the old barn.  

Discussion followed on when the barn could be built.  Commissioners would like to take under 

consideration for a week.  

 

Mitchell Garner, Allen County Public Work Director, presented a bid for cameras.  CDL’s bid is for 

6 new cameras for $3,401.90 but no SD card in cameras; Advantage Computers for 6 new 

cameras for $3,575.50 and they do have SD cards for cameras at extra cost of $1,746.00 for a 

total cost $5,321.50.   Commissioner King moved to accept the bid from CDL for $3,401.90.  

Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Mitch presented an updated cost listing from Bettis for the road work next couple of weeks.  The 

new costs:  

 

 

Discussion followed on emergency concrete repair for behind Monarch.  Project #1 is the 

original Project #2; Project #2 is the original Project #3; and Project #3 is the original Project #4 of 



 

the first submitted bids. Commissioner King moved to proceed with these project as proposed 

October 8, 2019.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Mitch reported KDOT Cost Sharing is doing a cost share program in 2021, if the county pays into it 

then there is more of a chance of Allen County getting to participate.  This cost sharing program 

is just roads; overlay and repairing roads, it isn’t until 2021.  If Allen County puts in more than 25% 

of $900,000 it will push Allen County’s chances up of being selected for the program. 

Commissioner King stated it is a good idea.  Commissioner Symes moved to approve Allen 

County’s portion of the cost sharing project increase to 40%.  Commissioner King seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Tim Thyer, City of Iola Fire Chief and Michael Burnett, Allen County EMS Director, joined the 

meeting.  

 

Commissioner Symes asked if Mitch if he has seen any FEMA monies from the flooding. Mitch 

stated he has not. Counselor Johnson stated Angie would be giving an update when she returns 

from a conference.  

 

Mitch discussed other road projects going on throughout the county. 

 

Mitch stated the crusher is up and going again.  There were several days it was up and down 

but it is going good now.  He had to have some crews come in on Sunday to run it.   

 

Terry Call joined the meeting.  

 

Chairman Daniels thanked Mitch for getting the county road in Humboldt fixed before the 

Biblesta Parade.  He heard a lot of compliments.  

 

Chief Thyer and Director Burnett had brought the new ambulance to the square for the 

commissioners to review.  Commissioners took a 5-minute mobile meeting to go out to the street 

to look at the new ambulance.  

 

Commissioner King moved to go into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 9:04 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:14 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

 

Chairman Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 9:14 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:19 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

 

Chairman Daniels moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, and Robert Johnson, II, Allen 

County Counselor.  The time is now 9:19 a.m.  Commissioners reconvened at 9:24 a.m.  No 

action was taken. 

 

Ron Holman, Allen County House and Grounds Director, presented bids for heat and air 

programing.  Bids were from Design Mechanical, Inc. for $38,200.00; CI3 Integrators for $41,590.00 



 

and Johnson Controls for $55,384.00.  Discussion followed.  Commissioner Symes moved to 

accept the bid from Design Mechanical, Inc. for $38,200.00.  Commissioner King seconded; 

motion passed 3-0-0. 

 

Ron mentioned Mitch’s crew is removing a tree from the courtyard that was heavily damaged in 

an earlier storm.  Farm City Days is this weekend.  Ron stated Tom Nevans is checking with the 

City of Iola to use West Street due to the rain that is to come in later this week.   

 

Sherrie reported Isabelle Pliler, Service to the Elderly Van driver, informed her that she will be 

retiring in January 2020.  

 

Sherrie reported Meals on Wheels has had Mark and Virginia Peters step up to help cover 

carrying meals for some of the days needing volunteer carrying. 

 

Commissioner Symes discussed Senate Bill 367 concerning the way Juvenile Detention is 

supposed to be handed.  They had a discussion at a Commissioner Regional meeting.  He 

discusses some comments and concerns from other counties.   Commissioner Symes discussed 

the possibility of repurposing the Juvenile Detention Center in Girard.  Discussion followed.  

 

Commissioner Symes discussed Miami Commissioner and a discussion on the “Black Box” theory.  

Lobbying for legislative changes for valuation. 

 

Commissioner Symes reported at the SEK Regional Meeting in Woodson County will not be 

hosting the Regional meeting in the spring of 2020. Discussion followed on whether Allen County 

would host in the spring 2020 or fall 2020.   

 

Commissioner Symes stated one of the topics was on dishonest employees.  Sherrie stated Allen 

County has that covered through PSI. 

 

Commissioners reviewed Resolution 201913: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEN (“County”) 

AUTHORIZING, APPROVING AND DIRECTING THE EMPLOYMENT 

OF CERTAIN LAW FIRMS TO REPRESENT COUNTY OF ALLEN IN 

POTENTIAL LITIGATION AGAINST CONTRIBUTORS OF OPIOID 

ADDICTION CRISIS. 

WHEREAS, the County of Allen is experiencing serious Opioid expenses as a result of the 

ready availability of the drugs and their abuse; and, 

WHEREAS, the County of Allen desires to retain the Law Firms identified herein to advise 

and represent the County of Allen regarding litigation and the award of damages from the 

contributors to the opioid epidemic within the County of Allen. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE COUNTY OF ALLEN, AS FOLLOWS; 

Section 1. The County Commissioners, as the governing body of the County of Allen, 

hereby authorizes and approves the employment of the law firms identified in the Legal Services 

Agreement, attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit “A” (herein referred to as the “Law 

Firms”) to represent the County of Allen in potential litigation against contributors the Opioid 

epidemic.  

Section 2. The County Commissioners hereby authorizes and approves, or confirms 

authorization and approval, of the Legal Services Agreement, substantially in the form attached 

hereto and incorporated herein by reference thereto as Exhibit “A”, and directs the Law 

Department to execute and enter into the Legal Services Agreement with the Law Firms, setting 

forth the scope of the work to be performed by the Law Firms, including litigation against 

contributors to the Opioid epidemic within the County and the terms and conditions of the 



 

employment of the Law Firms. The Legal Services Agreement may be amended, after approval of 

this Resolution, without further action of the County Commissioners, with the approval of the 

County of Allen Commission Chair, whose signature on the Legal Services Agreement shall be: 

evidence of such approval. 

Section 3. If any section, paragraph or provision of this Resolution shall be held to be invalid 

or unenforceable for any reason, the invalidity or unenforceability of such section, paragraph or 

provision shall not affect any of the remaining provisions of this Resolution.  

 

Section 4. This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its adoption as 

provided by law. 

This Resolution was introduced, seconded and adopted at a duly convened meeting of the 

County of Allen Commission held on October 8, 2019. 

 

Discussion followed on benefits and possibilities.  Commissioner King moved to authorize 

Chairman Daniels sign the Resolution 201913.  Commissioner Symes seconded; motion passed 3-

0-0. 

 

Commissioners discussed meetings and holidays for the rest of the year.  

 

Chairman Daniels, Governor Commissioner Appointee to the State 911 Council, reported at the 

Kansas 911 State Coordinating Council meeting they reported that the City of Chanute is going 

to establish their own 911 outside of the County of Neosho.   

 

Commissioner Symes moved to go into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss Attorney-Client 

Privilege.  Commissioner King seconded; motion passed 3-0-0.  Those in the room will be 

Chairman Daniels, Commissioner Symes, Commissioner King, Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk 

and Robert Johnson, II, Allen County Counselor.  The time is now 10:00 a.m.  Commissioners 

reconvened at 10:05 a.m.  No action was taken. 

Commissioners approved the following documents: 

a) Clerk’s Vouchers – $86,993.62  

b) Payroll – new hire DeWayne Zimmerman  

c) Payroll – reimbursement for mileage to Angela Murphy & Bruce Symes   

d) Clerk’s Journal Entry - #53, #54, #55, & #56 

e) Request for Leo T. Gensweider to purchase old 2017 cell phone for $20.00 

         

With no further business to come before the board, Commissioner King moved to adjourn, 

Commissioner Symes seconded, and motion passed 3-0-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:08 a.m. 

until October 15, 2019 at 8:30 a.m. in the Commission room of the courthouse.   

 

 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Jerry Daniels, Chairperson              William H. King, Commissioner 

 

______________________________________              _____________________________________ 

Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk   Bruce Symes, Commissioner  


